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" Article o Legal effects of electronic signatures
y. Member States shall ensure that advanced electronic signatures which are based on a

qualified certificate and which are created by a secure-signature-creation device:
(a) satisfy the legal requirements of a signature in relation to data in electronic form in
the same manner as a handwritten signature satisfies those requirements in relation to
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paper-based data; and
(b) are admissible as evidence in legal proceedings.
y. Member States shall ensure that an electronic signature is not denied legal

effectiveness and admissibility as evidence in legal proceedings solely on the grounds
that it is:

— in electronic form, or

— not based upon a qualified certificate, or

— not based upon a qualified certificate issued by an accredited certification-service-
provider, or

— not created by a secure signature-creation device.
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